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Country, and for the benefit of Europe in general, a great and glorious victory; and may no misconduct in any one tarnish it; and may humanity after victory be the predominant feature in the British fleet. For myself, individually, I commit my life to Him who made me, and may His blessing light upon my endeavours for serving iny Country faithfully. To Him I resign myself and the just cause which is entrusted to mo to defend. Amen. Amen. Amen."
The officer, Lieutenant Puseo, waited quietly till Nelson rose from his knees, and then made his necessary report; but, although his future prospects hung upon the wish lie had to express, he refrained with singular delicacy from intruding it upon the preoccupation of mind evidenced by the attitude in which he had found his commander. The latter soon afterwards followed him to the poop, whore Black wood was at ill awaiting Ids final instructions. To him Nelson said, "1 will now amuso the fleet with a signal;7* and he asked if ho did not think there was one yet wanting. Blaekwood replied that the whole fleet seemed very clearly to understand what they were about, and were vying with each other to get as near as possible to the leaders of the columns. Upon this succeeded the celebrated signal, the development of which to its final wording is a little uncertain. Comparing the various accounts of witnesses, it seems probably to have been as follows. Nelson mused for a little while, as one who phrases a thought in his own mind before uttering it, and then said, **Suppose we telegraph 'Nelson confides that every man will do his duty.7" In this form it was the call of the leader to the followers, the personal appeal of one who trusts to those in whom ho trusts, a feeling particularly characteristic of fcho speaker, whose strong hold over others lay above all in the transparent and unswerving faith ho showed in their loyal support; and to arouse it now in full force ho used the watchword "duty," sure that the chord it struck in him would find its quick response in every man of th«i          bldocl, The officer to whom the remark was
made,                   "England" instead of "Nelsou."   To the
fleet it could have made no difference,— to them the two names meant the same thing; but Nelson accepted the change with delight. " Mr. Pasco," he called to the signal officer,